
April 20, 1887 
The Women’s Christian
Temperance Union establishes
a co�ee and reading room,
then moves to a building on 
Fourth Street with more than
60 members -
each paying $1 a month.

April 20, 1887
The Library Association 
formally presents the 
library to the town
Library Trustees. 
The assets include 
furniture, more than
1,000 books & $33.50.

$1
$1

$1

1903-1908
The library moves to a 
large room in a new high 
school built on E Street 
and stays for �ve years. 

 BE PART OF THE STORY
(It’s a page turner!)

December 1904
Local Judge William Morrow 
serving as a Trustee of the 
Carnegie Institution lunches in 
NYC with his personal friend 
Andrew Carnegie. Reminding 
Carnegie that San Rafael is 
home for Morrow prompts 
Carnegie to increase his library 
building donation from 
$12,500 to $25,000.

$1
$1

January 9, 1909
After a delay onset by the San 
Francisco earthquake and �re, 
the San Rafael Public Library is 
built and dedicated. 

1976
Library director Vivian R. 
Smith calls the new building- 
whose vision began in 
the1960’s, a “short-term 
solution to a long-growing 
need for more library space.”

1992 – 2008
In 1992, the library was closed 
for earthquake retro�tting and 
reopened a year later. In 2008, 
the library was updated with air 
conditioning and double-paned 
windows. Neither project 
expanded usable space. 

2014...
Help write the next chapter in the rich history of San Rafael’s library. 
Statistics show a soaring use of the library—350,724  visits
annually,  a 29% increase in checked out physical items since 2012, 
and 883 programs with 23,877 attendeees each year—with 128,000 
volumes housed in space designed to hold 45,000.
These are just a few of the facts that reveal a robust use of our 
outdated and outgrown library.
We know you’ll want to be part of the story.
Help us envision, plan and build a library for the 21st century beyond!

Donate online at:
www.srlpfoundation.org
or send check to:
PO Box 151541   San Rafael   CA  94915


